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Heat intensifying on 4 large Twin Cities residential projects 
to do what the law requires regarding fire-safety standards

Ahead of major news conference, a growing number of city officials
and advocates for firefighters deplore lumber being used that fails every test.

Minneapolis, Minnesota (July 21, 2016) – The use of cheaper lumber that stokes the risk of fire
in various large residential projects being built in Minneapolis and nearby communities has 
drawn stern crackdowns on the contractors involved.

A news conference (details below) was announced today for Monday by the Minnesota 
Professional Firefighters, the Minneapolis Building and Construction Trades Council and 
concerned community members to expose the lumber being used as framing at these sites 
because it violates legal requirements and presents potentially deadly consequences in the event 
of fire.

In recent weeks, city inspectors in Golden Valley and Minneapolis have given failing grades to 
the wood used at three of these locations and have directed the contractors to put the brakes on 
any work at these locations involving this substandard lumber. The same material is being used 
in another project in Minnetonka.

“Lumber that does not meet the fire code not only puts the public at risk but firefighters at risk,” 
said Chris Parsons, president of the Minnesota Professional Firefighters, with roughly 1,600 
members in 40 locals across the state. “The fact that four projects in our metro area appear to 
have been built with substandard lumber points to what may be an alarming cost-cutting trend in 
the construction industry.”



The Minneapolis Building and Construction Trades Council collected independent data verifying
that contractor Big-D Construction Corp., of Salt Lake City, is using wood framing that is not 
sufficiently fire-retardant in three of the projects collectively valued in the tens of millions of 
dollars. The fourth project, led by DLC Construction, of Miami, fell short as well.

In a follow-up to the independent scrutiny, a serious blow was dealt to Hello Apartments in 
Golden Valley. Not only did the project fail independent review, municipal testing also found it 
unfit.

Not long after, city inspectors in Minneapolis concluded much the same with apartments going 
up near Lake Calhoun at 3118 W. Lake Street.

“We are grateful that these cities acted as swiftly as possible to protect their citizens and others 
who visit these communities”, said Dan McConnell, the Trades Council’s business manager. “It 
is obviously incumbent on all contractors to adhere to the fire codes in an effort to ensure the 
maximum safety of building occupants. Cutting corners on safety in an effort to pad the bottom 
line of these out-of-state contractors puts residents, fire safety professionals and the general 
community at unnecessary and unacceptable risk."
 
Collectively, the projects intend to offer many hundreds of residential units, and retail and office 
space:

Central Park West, 1511 Utica Ave. S., St. Louis Park/Golden Valley (DLC)
Hello Apartments, 9130-9220 Olson Hwy., Golden Valley (Big-D)
Lake Calhoun apartments, 3118 W. Lake St., Minneapolis (Big-D)
Residences at 1700, 1730 Plymouth Ave., Minnetonka (Big-D)

On Monday, these concerns will be voiced during a media briefing outside a firehouse and across
the street from the Lake Calhoun project:

News Conference At-a-Glance
 Who: MN Professional Firefighters, Building & Construction Trades, Neighborhood

Assoc
 When: Monday, July 25th at 9 a.m.
 Where: Fire Station 22, 3025 Market Plaza, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55416

For further details and to arrange separate interviews with the principals involved, contact Robb 
Leer at 612.701.0608 or robbl@leercommunication.com.

About Us:
The Minneapolis Building and Construction Trades Council advocates for unionized construction
workers throughout Minneapolis and surrounding areas. Roughly 15,000 members strong, the 
Minneapolis Trades Council has provided leadership and advocacy for unionized construction 
workers for decades. For more information, visit:   http://mplsbctc.org .
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